
The following is the weekly communications briefing on behalf of Dr. Kriner Cash. 
 

 
On Monday, August 23, I was joined by the Hon. Mayor Byron Brown to celebrate the summer graduation of 
several Earn While You Learn Scholars.  The graduates from the Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing 
Arts brought their families and friends to a very special ceremony.  Earn While You Learn Scholars were paid a 
stipend to successfully complete their graduation requirements so they would not need to choose between 
school and work during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  151 students in grades 9-12 participated in the 
program.  100% of the participating seniors (21) graduated!  A special note of gratitude to Mayor Brown for 
bringing this unique national model of student support to us in Buffalo.  Student speaker Zyere Safford 
challenged us to keep the program going in the future after COVID-19.  We will, Zyere! 

 

   
 
Graduates shared their pride and their diplomas with the audience after the ceremony.  Graduating Senior 
Zyere Safford delivered an inspired address to his fellow students and the audience.  He credited Earn While 
You Learn for his success. 
 
Buffalo Public Schools Fall sports programs began on Mon. 8/23.  Student-athletes, coaches and parents are 
excited to be back doing what they love to do - engaging in physical activity, developing personally, and 
striving toward team goals.  Academic and athletic excellence is the aim for our scholar–athletes.  Support 
each other and keep each other safe!  

 

   
Athletic Director, Michael House attends Lewis J. Bennett Football practice with Head Football Coach, 
Stevenson McDuffie and Assistant Football Coach, Chief Aaron Young.  Lewis J. Bennett Football coaching 
staff at practice.   



 

    
 

Offensive Coordinator, Coach Scott actively coaches up his LJB offensive lineman as he focuses on three point 
stance, explosiveness and technique.  Head Football Coach, Stevenson McDuffie provides instruction to his 
defense. Student-athletes asked questions, then Coach reinforced his team defensive concepts and allowed 
each student-athlete the opportunity to imitate various techniques and schemes. 
 

 

   
 

City Honors Head Girls Soccer Coach, Jason Milne provided instruction to his student-athletes as it pertained 
to ball control and foot skills.  City Honors Girls Soccer student-athletes engage in core fitness exercises 
during practice. 
 
Maximizing Parent Engagement: Voice Involvement Presence  

On August 24th and August 25th, the Office of Parent and Family Engagement conducted its annual summer 
professional development for assistant principals and principals entitled Maximizing Parent Engagement: 
Voice, Involvement, Presence (VIP). School leaders were equipped with resources to assist in the 
development of effective parent engagement plans that embrace collaborative partnerships to support 
student success. 
 
 



In addition to the training, school leaders had the pleasure to hear about some of the important work 
conducted by BPS Board Recognized Parent Groups − Parent Congress − and were encouraged to invite 
participation. We thank Khadijah Hussein (Community Health Worker Parent Association), Dr. Wendy 
Mistretta (District Parent Coordinating Council), Pastor Kenny Simmons (Most Valuable Parents), and Lisa 
Jacob-Watson (Special Education Parent Advisory Committee) for sharing and look forward to continued 
collaboration on behalf of our students.  

 

 
 
Yesterday, I addressed the annual districtwide All Administrators Meeting to signal the start of the new 
school year.  Dr. Fatima Morrell led us in a lovely mindfulness moment.  Board members and Executive Staff 
brought greetings and provided important operations updates.   
 
We’ll be ready! 
 

 
 
 
 



There are some other back to school events happening this weekend and next.  Thank You President Petrucci 
for your donations! 

 

 
 

Stay safe and enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


